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of that eventuality. It would be a duel between the two
Great Powers, and fewer interests would have to sufer if
the rest of Germany would remain passive, which was all
the more feasible because Prussia had no thought of extending
her territory beyond the line of the Maine. Besides, the
affair would soon be settled. One great battle, and Prussia
would be in a position to dictate terms to her enemy.
Bavaria should bear in mind that she was the natural heir
to Austria's position in Southern Germany.

Once more war was temporarily averted by negotiations
that took place in Gastein between Bismarck and Count
Blome, the Austrian Envoy in Munich. On August 14,
these diplomatists signed an agreement, according to which
the exercise of Austria's and Prussia's common rights
(assigned to them by the Treaty of Vienna) was alloted to
the King of Prussia in Schleswig and to the Emperor of
Austria in Holstein, without prejudice to the continuance
of both Powers' rights to the totality of the two Duchies;
whilst Lauenburg was ceded to Prussia for a pecuniary
consideration. The Convention was carried out; General
Von ManteufTel was appointed Lord-Lieutenant of
Schleswig, Field-Marshal Lieutenant Von Gablenz of
Holstein; and Lauenburg, at first by "personal union,'1
was amalgamated with Prussia. This (as Bismarck wrote
to his wife on the very day upon which the agreement was
concluded) was only "pasting together the cracks in the
building." The partition of the Duchies' Administration
between Austria and Prussia did not improve matters, as
the former continued to promote the Augustenburg agitation
in Holstein. On October 16, the Hereditary Prince
actually made his appearance upon Schleswig ground, and
allowed himself to be received with royal honours at
Eckernfoerde; whereupon the Staatsanzeiger stigmatised